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FOR HIGH SCHOOL BOYS 
ONLY! 


This is beamed at all the Toms, Jacks, and 
Petes in the Episcopal Church in this country 
—in short, all the manly high-school seniors 
who are trying to take their religion seriously, 
and who would like to do something costly for 
God. 

Many of you are now playing — or have 
been in the midst of playing some really rug- 
ged basketball. When the coach has ordered 
long, hard practices, day after day, you have 
been there without question. You have prac- 
ticed until you were so tired and sweaty that 
you had to drag yourself home for supper. 
It didn’t occur to you to practice just so much 
and no more, or up until the time you were 
winded and your legs ached, and then stop. 


There were different reasons, perhaps, 
why you went all-out for your school team. 
Maybe you played the best you could because 
a varsity letter looks awfully good on the chest 
of any senior. Possibly your best girl liked 
basketball and you wanted to get on the in- 
side track with her. You wanted your school 
team, perhaps, to be tops in the Association 
and so your loyalty made you play your heart 
out. 


All at once (you hadn’t thought much 
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about it before!) the last game is over. You 
have given everything you have, as the say- 
ing goes, for the school, and now there won’t 
be any more games. In a few short months 
commencement will be here and you will be 
high-school graduates, 


Its YOU that I’m writing this to. If I 
knew your exact name (and could write that 
many letters!), I’d send a personal letter to 
you. Ask anyone who has played on the var- 
sity and they will, in almost every case, tell 
you that it was pretty wonderful to be able to 
give their all for something. And some would 
say, if they were plain honest with you, “I 
wish I knew something that I could give ev- 
erything to, now!” 


There is Someone that you can offer your- 
self to without limit, Tom, Jack, and Pete. 
That Someone is God and, through Him, that 
something is the work of the Priesthood in 
this Church. He wants the best young men in 
the country to be Priests so that they may 
help more people know, love and serve God 
in this life, and be happy with Him forever, 
Perhaps the idea of YOUR being a Priest nev- 
er struck you before. You may smile — that’s 
all right. God had a sense of humor, too. But 
is the idea so ridiculous after all? 


There is no black magic about being a 
Priest. It is a matter of keeping before your 
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heart and mind the possibility that God wants 
you to serve Him in this special way. This 
isn’t the only way, or even the highest way 
you can do things for Him, but it is a very, 
very important way. In other words, if you 
think there might even be a remote possibil- 
ity that He could use you to be a servant of 
the servants of God (all the rest of His peo- 
ple), the fair thing, at least, would be to keep 
the doors open these next two or three years. 


Many an Episcopalian who started out to 
stud: for the Priesthood during his college 
days has ended up doing things for God as a 
civil engineer, druggist or teacher. And, on 
the other hand, many Episcopalians who 
thought they were going to be air-conditioning 
experts, lawyers or doctors ended up as 
Priests. As I said, there is no black magic 
about it. In both cases they kept the possi- 
bilities before their hearts and minds and they 
said their prayers often about their life’s 
work. 


Have you ever thought about what a 
Priest’s work really is? Our Prayer Book 
(p. 294 in the Office of Instruction) defines 
the work of a Parish Priest. It says he is “to 
minister to the people committed to his care; 
to preach the word of God; to baptize; to cele- 
brate the Holy Communion and to pronounce 
Absolution and Blessings in God’s Name.” 
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That is another way of saying this: he is giv- 
en the responsibility of feeding and caring for 
Christ’s people in a particular work; he is to 
teach the Good News of Salvation contained 
in Holy Scriptures; he is to start souls heav- 
enward by baptizing them. The Priest is to 
stand at the altar, to celebrate the Holy Eu- 
charist that he may give Eternal Life by 
means of feeding his people the Eternal Food, 
the Body and Blood of Christ Our God. By 
the power and authority given him at his or- 
dination he is to free penitent people from 
their sins. And, finally, he is to bring God’s 
blessing to His people. 

There is one fact about the Priesthood 
that ought to be faced if this possible vocation 
is to be presented honestly. Many people will 
tell you that you are a fool to commit yourself 
to a life work that pays very little. Have you 
ever thought that statement through? Most 
men in most work do not earn more than 
just enough to see them through their ordin- 
ary financial obligations. This is true of the 
Priesthood, too, but it is not unique with it! 
The core of the matter lies here — if God is 
leading you toward the Priesthood, and you 
are trying to cooperate with him, your finan- 
cial sacrifice will not be much greater than 
that which exists among the overwhelming 
majority of men. Your life, however, can 
then know the fullness and sense of purpose 
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which comes when God’s plans for you are 
known and carried out. There will be the joy 
which comes from a freely-given life of little 
pay that seldom is known to one who dreams 
of wealth, but must get along with a small 
salary. 


The greatest struggle is not financial at 
all, but spiritual. You know a great deal 
about team work from your basketball play- 
ing — how the good of the team comes before 
the personal glory of the player. It is true of 
the Priesthood in the same way. There are 
no stars, or there are not meant to be, among 
those who serve God as His Priests. The 
glory and honor of God and His whole Church 
is the first consideration. Parish Priests are 
part of a team which has at heart, as its first 
duty and most jealous concern, the welfare of 
the entire Body of Christ on earth — the One, 
Holy. Catholic, and Apostolic Church. I’ve 
said that the greatest struggle is spiritual. I 
mean by that, that there has always existed 
for the clergy the strongest temptation to be 
popular first and to be faithful to their Priest- 
ly vows afterwards. Forces inside the Church 
and outside the Church are constantly trying 
to get Parish Priests to aim at pleasing men 
rather than God. The heart of the Priest’s 
sacrifice is here; to daily give up his own 
ideas, his own hopes, his own wishes so that 
God’s wishes may conquer in all matters. To 
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do that requires vastly more discipline (as 
well as holy power from God!) than simply 
wrestling with budgets and inflation prob- 
lems. 


The Bishops of this part of the Catholic 
Church estimate that God’s Cause needs from 
1,000 to 3,000 more pastors now. Each year 
sees the need for more as the present shep- 
herds die or are retired. And advance work 
calls for still more Priests. The Church wants 
the freely-given lives of the best Toms, Jacks 
and Petes she possesses. The Episcopal 
Church, the Mother who has given you spir- 
itual life from your Baptism on, wants a cost- 
ly gift — the dedication of your entire life to 
Him and His Church. Here is a cause for 
which you can go all-out. Anything less than 
all will not do! 


You, Tom, Jack, and Pete, ought to think 
about that these next few months before grad- 
uation. God may be singling YOU out for 
His ordained Priesthood. Talk to your own 
Rector about it. He will be interested in help- 
ing to answer questions and tell you some of 
the requirements. 


No life in this world asks so much of you; 
nor gives so much in return for this complete- 
ly given life of yourself. The Priesthood de- 
mands all that you are or have — not for the 
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duration of the war as our G.I.’s had it but all 
your life. The life demands a work which is 
never completed in this world, the surrender 
of your private plans or wishes, the desire to 
serve your Lord and King as long as you have 
strength and breath. In return, this gift of 
yourself brings you the greatest of all honors. 
You stand at the altar-throne of God as the 
Father of the Parish Family holding out the 
Eternal Food of Heaven to the hungry. You 
baptize children and grownups and start them 
heavenward as the children of God. You 
cleanse contrite people of their folly and filth 
and rejoin them to their Lord and Redeemer. 


St. Bernard of Clairvaux said of being a 
Priest, “He has preferred you to kings and 
emperors — nay, more, to angels and archan- 
gels!” 


